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1 John 5:12-13    He who has the Son HAS  the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 13) These things I have written to you who believe   [part. pa]   in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know  [v. ras]  that you have  [v. pai]  eternal life.

The Apostle John knew that eternal security was important, so he confirmed that we anyone can know for sure that he HAS eternal life. The one single way to know for sure is on the basis of whether he has believed in the name  [person]  of the Son of God. 
Why wouldn’t one know for sure?  Certainly one knows if he or she believes in Christ or not? 

a. Ignorance of the Word.
b. They don’t feel saved
c. They doubt whether their faith in Christ is genuine. The worry themselves with, “Did I have a head belief or a heart belief?” 
d. They commit a sin that makes them doubt their salvation.

e. They don’t know the difference between positional and experiential doctrines.

f. They don’t know how to go from carnality to spirituality.

The perfect tense of OIDA, “knowing”, stresses the importance of recognizing the fact that anyone who believes in Christ is eternally saved. Assurance of eternal salvation can hardly be overemphasized even though it is only a potential. What is needed to turn it into a reality?
“that you have eternal life.”  ECHO (ἔχω) v.pai.  This verb is in the present tense, meaning you have it now and you keep on having it. If you had to persevere in doing good until the end of your life, it would be in the future tense. The indicative mood means that having eternal life is a reality. One knowing for sure in his own mind that he HAS eternal life is a potential that grows with his spiritual growth, while actually having assurance of salvation is a certainty the moment he believed in Jesus Christ whether he feels saved or not.

No believer can have an RMA (Relaxed Mental Attitude), or grow spiritually if he is constantly worried about going to hell. 

No one can get out of spiritual kindergarten until this issue is settled in his own mind. How can believers give the gospel to others and encourage them if they aren’t even sure themselves if they are saved?

1 Timothy 4:1-3    But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some  [beleivers]  will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  2) by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  3) men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe  [adj.]  and know   [part. ra]  the truth.

This is contrasting carnal, immature believers in verse 1a with mature believers in verse 3b. 

One does not fall away from the faith unless he was in the faith at one time. 

1 Timothy 6:20-21  O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge " 21) which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.

Timothy was being warned not to do what other believers did who stray from the faith. If it were impossible for believers to stray from the faith, Timothy would not have received this warning.

James 1:12-16   Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  13) Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14) But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  











      GTGR REVIEW, pg. 201

15) Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death  [operational death & eventually SUD].  16) Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

The fact that no one has to persevere in life to keep from losing his eternal salvation or to prove he is saved does not mean that perseverance for the believer is not important. 

Believers who fail to persevere will experience the THREE DEVASTATING  “Ds”:
DIVINE DISCIPLINE

SIN UNTO DEATH

DISINHERITANCE

Many who believe one must persevere to be eternally saved think that there are two justifications:

(1) One at gospel-hearing that guarantees the second one…

(2) Enduring till the end of one’s life.

The two correct justifications; 
(1)  Positional justification at the point of salvation 

(2)  Experiential justification when one perseveres in walking in the Spirit. 
The first correct justification is assured because it totally depends on the faithfulness of God while the second justification is only a potential because it depends on our decisions.

GTGR  REVIEW  #152  (5-30-13)

Now we address the question, “Are Calvinists saved?" First of all, no one other than God can look inside a man/woman and see his soul, and since his behavior at any given time does not indicate whether he is saved, we must rely heavily on what he says. Usually what he says indicates what he believes. And of course, what he believes determines his/her eternal destiny.
Anyone can change what he believes; a person can accept the gospel and then later, reject it.

It’s not unusual to hear a Calvinist say the following while giving the gospel, “Jesus Christ is the Son of God who went to the cross to die for sinners and those who believe in Him are saved”.

Is this statement true?  Yes, but it is incomplete because he didn’t say that the saved will do works whether he wants to or not. It is also misleading because Calvinists don’t think Christ went to the cross for everyone. They think he only died for ones He Sovereignly “elected” or “chose”.

If the Calvinist tells him that salvation is not by works, he’s not being honest because he believes that works are indeed necessary to prove one is saved. That is what the “P” for Perseverance of the saints is all about. But the Calvinist would object and say that these works are not produced by the efforts of man but are produced by God through the faith that He gives “the chosen” to believe the gospel. 

But salvation is not of works, period!  It doesn’t matter who produces them. Salvation is a GIFT and requires no works, period!

Perseverance in the believer’s life does not depend on God’s sovereignty but on a believer’s volition. 
The production of good works does not depend on God’s decision but on the believer’s volition or decision.

God provides everything one needs to be faithful and persevere, but it is up to each believer to take ad-vantage of what He has provided.

Philip F. Congdon:   Soteriological Implications Of Five-Point Calvinism
“The gospel message of Classical Five-Point Calvinism is often expressed in a way which makes faith and works necessary for salvation.
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"It is because man is spiritually dead, and is regenerated by God apart from any response on the part of man, and because God’s purpose cannot be thwarted (“true” faith cannot fail to issue in works), that a saved person will inevitably and absolutely “persevere” in the faith. Thus, works, as an inevitable result, are necessary for salvation.
"To be fair, Classical Calvinists usually object to this by describing the gospel message as not 
'faith + works = justification'        but        'faith = justification + works'  

“I submit that anyone with a basic knowledge of logic can easily demonstrate that these two end up in the same place.

“In the first equation, faith alone does not lead to justification; works must be added. But in the second, once again faith alone does not lead to justification; if works do not follow, then there was no faith. This is no more than a word game. It is best seen in the old Calvinist saying: 'You are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves you is never alone.' " 

Vol. 8: Journal of The Grace Evangelical Theological Society, Philip F. Congdon, Soteriological Implications Of Five-Point Calvinism 1995 (2) (59). Irving, TX:.

The following is from John Gerstner is a Calvinistic theologian: (Gerstner, Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth, 207 & 210)

“From the essential truth that no sinner in himself can merit salvation, the antinomian draws the erroneous conclusion that good works need not accompany faith in the saint… good works may be said to be a condition for obtaining salvation in that they inevitably accompany genuine faith... He goes on to state that while works do not contribute to our salvation, failure to do those works we know we should do means we are not saved.”
Dr. Earl Radmacher, Pres. Emeritus of Western Conservative Baptist Seminary, wrote in 1990:

“Justification is becoming “to make righteous” rather than “to declare righteous.” Repentance is becoming “penitence” (if not “penance”) rather than “changing the mind.” And “faith” is receiving more analysis and scrutinizing rather than the “object of faith.”

Results of a recent survey by the Barna Research Group. 
“They found that among churchgoers who share their faith with others, almost half (48%) believed that 'if people are generally good, or do enough good things for others…they will earn places in heaven . . . 'There is plenty of reason for churches to worry if nearly one-half of their people who believe in evangelism also believe in salvation by works…The central message of Protestantism is in salvation by faith alone in Christ, yet  [many] Protestant evangelizers seem to be preaching a different message.”

Zane Hodges,Vol. 10: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, 1997
"The objective realities of Christ’s work on the Cross and His promise of salvation to the believer are considered certainties which all good Reformed people believe without question. But the problem is that Reformed people are not sure the promises apply to them personally unless they can confirm that they are among the elect to whom the promises are effective. Thus perseverance, an essential sign of election, becomes the basis for subjective, or individual, assurance. But since I cannot know until my life ends if   I have persevered, personal assurance is held hostage to my perseverance in faith and good works.”
If you ask the average Calvinist if good works are necessary for salvation, they would answer “No”. However, they would say if a person is truly saved, they will produce good works. 
Doesn’t that make good works necessary? 
How can good works be non-saving yet absolutely necessary at the same time?
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Questions to ask those who believe you must persevere in good works to be saved:
Are you persevering?

How do you know?

How many good works are necessary?
How does one know if he producing enough? 
How faithfully must one persevere?

Can one sin while still persevering?

How many sins are permitted?

Does the degree of sins matter?

How long can a true believer go without persevering?

Where is this information found in the Bible?

Do you know if you will persevere to the end?

Where is the Calvinist’s assurance?  It in his perseverance, but his perseverance “has died the death of a thousand qualifications.”
GTGR  REVIEW  #153  (6-4-13)

“C. Gordon Olson observes certain parallels between the Arminian and Calvinistic positions in that: 1) neither have complete assurance of ultimate salvation, 2) both assume there is no such thing as fruitless or carnal believers, 3) both make fear of ultimately going to hell a motivating factor for moral behavior, and 4) neither clearly understand the distinction between salvation [things positional]  and rewards  [things experiential], and 5) both arrive at the same erroneous misinterpretations of key passages of Scripture such as 1 Tim 4:16 and Matt 24:13.”         

(C. Gordon Olson, Beyond Calvinism and Arminianism: An Inductive Mediate Theology of Salvation [Cedar Knolls, NJ: Global Gospel Publishers, 2002], 296–98).
(NKJV)   1 Timothy 4:16    Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

(MESSAGE “BIBLE”)   1 Timothy 4:16    Keep a firm grasp on both your character and your teaching. Don’t be diverted. Just keep at it. Both you and those who hear you will experience salvation.  Eugene H. Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language, Colorado Springs, CO:  

                      NavPress,‘05), 1 Ti 4:16.
Matthew 24:13    But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

This is not saying that those who endure in doing good throughout their lifetime will be eternally saved.

The context clearly refers to future believers who live till the end of the Tribulation. How do we know that this verse refers only to Tribulational believers who make it to the end and not to Trib. unbelievers as well? 

What about believers who live till the end of the Trib. who do not endure in good works? Are they saved?  Are they delivered into the Millennium?

It appears that this verse refers to believers who will consistently apply doctrine under great pressure till the end of the Tribulation. They will not only populate the Millennium, they will also reign there as well because of their faithful service. 
GTGR  REVIEW  #154  (6-6-13)

Most unbelievers embrace two lies concerning salvation. 
First Lie:        One must work their way to heaven. 
Second Lie:   Salvation can be lost.
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STRATEGY “A”     FOR THE 1ST LIE:     SALVATION REQUIRES WORKS

Our strategy is to focus on salvation being a GIFT from God. ASK THEM:
1) “Have you ever had to pay for a GIFT?” 

Definition Gift: Something voluntarily transferred from one person to another without compensation. (Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary)
2) “Do you know how to receive the gift of salvation?”  By simply believing the gospel.
John 1:12    But as many as received   [believed in]  Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name  [Him].

John 6:47   "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”
R. T. Kendall has made the important point that savingFaith is not a decision, but a persuasion. As he points out, Rom 4:21–22 states that Abraham was 'fully persuaded that what He [i.e., God] had promised, He was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness'. Obviously, I cannot decide to believe what I am not persuaded is true. And when I am persuaded that something is true I have already believed it. ibid
3) “Do you know that salvation is a GIFT from God?”  Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 6:23, Rom. 4:5, Titus 3:5
4) “Do you believe Jesus Christ will give you eternal life for believing in Him without doing any works?”     If they’re not sure, quote:

John 3:36   He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.
5) “Do you know how to receive the GIFT of salvation?”  By simply believing the gospel.

John 1:12   But as many as received   [believed in]  Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name  [Him].

John 6:47   "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

R. T. Kendall has made the important point that saving “Faith is not a decision, but a persuasion. As he points out, Rom 4:21–22 states that Abraham was 'fully persuaded that what He [i.e., God] had promised, He was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness'. Obviously, I cannot decide to believe what I am not persuaded is true. And when I am persuaded that something is true I have already believed it.”   Ibid 
4)  “Do you believe Jesus Christ will give you eternal life for believing in Him without doing any works?”
5)  It’s important that they realize that they have the gift of eternal life and that it can never be lost.
Romans 11:29   For the GIFTS and the calling of God are irrevocable.
STRATEGY “B”   FOR THE 2ND LIE:    SALVATION CAN BE LOST
Our strategy is to focus on the fact that salvation is permanent.  It cannot be lost.
1) Why do most people believe they can lose their salvation? Because of sin. ASK THEM: 
“Do you know what the Law of Double Jeopardy is?” 

2) They will probably say “No”, so you need to explain it to them. It means that it is unjust to punish two people for a crime when only one is guilty. 

3)  “Would God be just to punish us for our sins after He already punished Christ for them?” 

4) “Why would Jesus go to the cross if we can lose our salvation for sins He would die for?”
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5) What would you do if they doubted whether Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world?

John 1:29  … Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

John 7:42  … Christ, the Savior of the world

1 Timothy 4:10  … [Jesus] who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.

1 John 2:2    And He Himself is the propitiation  [satisfaction]  for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

If someone refuses to believe in eternal security or thinks works are necessary for salvation, ASK him or her for Scriptural verification:   

FINAL POINTS:

1) Stick to the gospel:  

"The evangelist’s message by its very nature should be addressed to the unsaved and restricted to the theme of salvation. Should themes related to Christian living be introduced, the attention of the unsaved is at once removed from the one and only issue which concerns them to another and wholly irrelevant proposition, namely, whether they will adopt some manner of life which they, by reason of being unsaved, are utterly disqualified to consider."  
Chafer, L. S. (1993). Vol. 7: Systematic theology (145).
GTGR  REVIEW  #155   (6-11-13)

2) Definition of words is important
When someone uses a word that you are not familiar with, ask them to define it. When they use words like “save”, “saved”, “salvation”, “baptize”, “baptism”, “anoint”, “anointed”, “eternal life”, “works”, “invite Jesus into your heart”, “judge” “judgment”, “perseverance”, “penance”, “purgatory”, or “grace”, ASK THEM for the definition of it.
3) Make Sure
Just because someone says they believe in Jesus Christ does not necessarily mean they are saved. It is very possible that they have never heard the true gospel. It is very possible that they are believing in their works to be saved. Ask them if faith alone in Christ alone is all that’s necessary to be saved.

Many who profess Christ have believed a false gospel and they are hard to reach because they think they are on the right track. 

“Regrettably, many people believe a 'gospel' that is unbiblical. If that is all they have ever believed about the way of salvation, believing it will not save them. We are saved by believing truth, not error. That is to say, only the true gospel saves."  
Zane Hodges,:The New Puritanism Part 1: Carson On Christian Assurance, Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 22. 2009 (42) (31). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.

4) Gospel Versatility
There is no such thing as a “one size fits all” gospel presentation. We must ask questions to find out what they believe so that we address the issues that are relevant to them.

Atheists, Agnostics, Catholics, Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Church Of Christ, Calvinists, Muslims, Hindus, Jews, Christian Scientists, New Agers
